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The First Page.
What will 1921 bring? No man

knows. That is one of the blessings cf
life. If we could set through the veil
we wouid face much unhappiness,
much anxiety. The year that la beforeus is a closed book, to be opened
page by page, with no "skipping.'
There are many possibilities in this

sforv that we begin today to read.
It may bo a tragedy, a romance, a J
comedy. It may, and probably will,
be a biend of all these. There is no
reason to look for a year much differentfrom those that have gone, save,
tf-course, the years of the war span,
when the tragic note was deepest and
loudest. ^

Rising from the depths of tha: terrlb'ttime, the future must look
lighter for all mankind. Problems
are to be solved, still, and dangers are
now in evidence. But men are etncfieiy hopeful of solution of the problemsand avoidance of the dangers.
Civilization does not go backward, and
regarding the war as a necessary evil,
that had to come to purge the woild
of jp accumulated poison, it n.ay be
considered in the end as a conti ihutior.to the eventual happiness and
good of the race.
Too often do we approach the onen.ing of another period of time in :»

Personal spirit, with hopes for individualadvantage, or apprehensions of
direct and localized misfortune. It is
r ect; sary to view the prospect broadly.Is society advancing toward htghp.-ideals and better conditions of lite'.'
t.m'.y the chronic pessimist, with no
substantial basis for his bilious out,ook.will deny the affirmative answer.

«"ast back the vision into the past
and see how far ahead we are than
»ven a few decades ago! We have betterchances for life, better advantages
for advancement, better conditions of
home comfort, better opportunities for
our children, better government, bettermorals. We are living in a cleaner
time, with a greater number of people
on a rising plane of social relationship.
There is more charity, there is more
Justice, there is more human sjrmpathy.

Nineteen-twentyione! A year of
promise and wonderful possibilities!
Let us greet it gladly and cheerfully
and confidently! And let us not forpptthat in fhn main wo nwVfl nttr

' cwn year what it proves to be, a year)
o* blessings or a year of sorrows, accordingas we approach our tasks and
responsibilities and opportunities.

The Executm Iaaofual Car.
The other day a suggestion was

made by a correspondent of The Shir
that the retiring and incoming Presi|bents should ride to and from the
Capitol on Inauguration day in the old
George Washington family coach, now
stored at Mount Vernon, and, H is rs|ported, still in working condition. This
proposal, however, has not only been
negatived, but it is announced that
the President-elect has chosen to adopt

| for the first time in the history of ihe
inaugural proceedings an automobile
tor transport to and away from the

I scene of the official induction into ofIlice. Thus instead of the coach cf
j.eariy a century and a half ago the
chief figures in the inaugural parade
next March will be carried in a veIhicle most strictly of the present type.
There will be some regret at this departure,which will ieaaen the picturesquenessof the procession. An
.automobile is not a romantic means
of transport. There is something about
a pair of horses or a team of four

f that adds to tho spirit of a formal
parade. But if tho President-elect prefersthe motor he will he so aooommodated.and Washington will have a
new experience in seeing this device
in an inaugural parade for the first
time.

Many commercial experts believe
that if the reds can be interested in
trade they will loee their taste for
more relentless and less profitable
games.

Making Germany Disarm.
A crisis that may be of extremely

grave character develops today In
Germany. Under the terms of the Spa
convention, if by this date the Germangovernment baa not fulfilled its
promises respecting disarmament the
allies may occupy the basin of the
Ruhr. Up to date Germany has failed
to comply with her agreement on the
score of the disbandment of troops.
8he has pleaded inability to demobilize
the forces of a certain grade, particularlyin East Prussia and Bavaria. A
disposition is manifest for the Berlin
government to disclaim responsibility
lor arwt anthoritv nw thrwo rw»rtw-

of the former empire, still members
of the German body politic, la But
Prussia, she contends, the excess
troops are needed as protection against
possible Invasion from the east and in
Bavaria she has urged that the Ba[vartan state government will not consent.There is a manifest lack of good
faith in the various explanations given
and the failure of the authorities at
Berlin to state the case in a way to
convince ev*n the German people,
from whom many objections have alreadyarisen on the score of disingenuousnesson the part of the government.

Separation of Bavaria from Germanyhas been threatened if Berlinattempts to comply with the alJ,

lied demand for dlsbandment. There
arc divided councils on the allied side
as to whether tliis would not he a

satisfactory issue out of the difficulty.
A separation of Bavaria would leave
Germany much weaker as a state.
There has always been a tendency
toward secession in Bavaria, and at
the time of the revolution following
the kaiser's abdication the state very
nearly left the German system.in
ract, an independent government was

set up at Munich for a short period,
but was afterward suppressed.
Unfortunately there is not a completeharmony between England and

France on the score of the means to
be adopted to bring Germany to a

reckoning in the matter of disbandment.The French are naturally more

apprehensive than the English. In
ca«e of occupation the French troops
would be chiefly employed. It has
been recently disclosed in dispatches
from Berlin that a very bitter feeling
toward France has developed lately,
markedly more so than against England.Of course, even though the Berlingovernment has concealed manygunsand great quantities of ammunitionand has secretly trained masses

or troope, it would be impossible to
undertake a campalen with any possiblechance of success. A German
force could not in all probability cross
the Rhine and would be crushed surelybefore it reached the old frontier. Yet
France has reason to be fearful of possibilities.She trusted before 1911 and
paid a bitter penalty. There is ground
now for her insistence upon the fullestcompliance with the terms of the
Spa agreement.

The Low Government Pay Scale.
Chairman Good of the House appropriationscommittee. In an interview

printed in The Star yesterday, says
(hat the government must pay better
salaries if it is to retain the service
of employes who have been trained in
its work and have become valuable.
Unless the public pay scale is increased
every bureau of the government will
continue to lose men mid women who
have acquired special qualifications
and for whose services outside interests,commercial, industrial and educational,will hid successfully.
This is not a new condition. It has

prevailed for years. In some of the
branches of the departmental servicea heavy annual overturn from
this cause has put a serious handicapupon the administration of
the public business. The case
of the patent offlee has been frequentlycited. In the Department of
Agriculture, in the Department of
Commerce, in tjie Department of Justice,in the Treasury Department.in
fact. In every branch of the governmentthese changes are continually occurring,as men and women who have
developed special aptitudes are drawn
away by the tender of only slightly
larger pay. Some of them have commandedmuch larger pay than the most
conceivably generoua governmental
scale would afford them.

It has been pointed out again and
again that the government is one of
the poorest paymasters of any Americanemployer. In the higher executivepositions men must almost ifi-
variably sacrifice materially when they
leave private lite for public posts. Not
infrequently it happens that a man

turns away from an income of >100,000
a year from a law practice or a' buai-.
neas connection in order to take a positionin the cabinet. But these are
not the cases in point. The real backboneof the service is constituted by
the men who get between 11.500 and
>3,000 a year. Save in a few cases
of elderly workers who have remained
beyond the point of readjustment, moat
of these people could pet better pay
in outside employment. But they are
bold by two factors, the comparative
certainty of the government employmentand pride of service.

It is not proposed that the governmentcompete with the private employers,but that it advance its scale to
the point of assuring its workers decentliving compensations. The scale
itself has not been revised for many
decades. It is the only wage scale in
America that has remained stationary.
The trifling addition called a bonus,
first flft and then $240 a year, was
in no sense a meeting of the rising
needs of life. It was at best an annualdonation, subject to withdrawal
at any time.

It is gratifying to find the chairman
or toe noose committee taking the
broad ground of recognition of the
needs of the service in respect to the
adoption of a pay scale that will at
least enable the government to bold
its valued workers without compelling
them to sacrifice the elementary comfortsof life.

Business in Russia is expected to
revive to a degree that will divert
Trotsky's attention from political literatureand afford him congenial occupationin prospectus writing.

Berlin protests that some of the Germanregions defy orders to disarm.
The despotic discipline that was once
Germany's boast is apparently not
What it used to be.

Farmers find that their especial need
n uiis time is crenu. An agricuttur1stmust now be a high-class business
man as well as a scientist.

Two Months.
Beginning Monday. Congress will

buckle to its work, with a clear appreciationof the time allowance and of
the amount of work to be done. The
time allowance is two months, and the
amount of work prodigious.
The time should be given wholly

to the routine. That is pressing. The
government must function, and it canrotfunction without supplies. And
thoee supplies should be voted intelligently.
Hurrying with supply bills is dangerousbusiness. "Jokers" slip in.

Items arc not properly explained, and
some arc not explained at all. And
now and then In the confusion bills
fail, and makeshifts have to be providedin the way of resolutions for
carrying on.

No bills should be allowed to fail
this time. The table should be cleared.
The new Congress will have all the
business it can possibly attend to.
Prospects are for a long special sesA

%

ton and a Ions regular first session.!
Indeed, there may ba but a very little
day.'ight between the two sessions.
As for questions outside the routine

that ore pressing, there is hope in
the fact that the special session will
be called early. Mr. Harding baa wiselydecided to put the new Congress to
work shortly after the old Congress
has expired. Knowing that the countrydoes, he also desires results on
the November mandate as soon as they
can be obtained.
Let US have, then the time between

new and adjournment day devoted to
business that cannot wait without detrimentto public interests.

Ail Undivided Responsibility.
There has been no suggestion recentlyof a mixed cabinet. Soon after

the announcement of the November
result several were made. The argumentwas that as hundreds of thousandsof democrats had assisted in
producing the result, Mr. Harding
should give them representation in his
official family.
The argument did not prove persuasive.It aroused only a languid interest.It 'was not supported in circles

strictly political. It seemed to possess
only a sentimental value.
The reply was this: The successful

ticket was the republican ticket, nominatedas such. The successful plat'form was the republican platform,
written and adopted as such. Those
who voted for the ticket did so with
confidence m it, and in the knowledge
that success for the ticket would mean
success for the platform, with the
terms Of Which thov familiar

air. Harding, then, will enter the
Wh(to House as a republican, elected
and pledged as such, and in office will
guide by the Chicago chart. This will
call for republican advisers.men who,
like himself, are pledged to the party's
principles.
In this way the administration will

be republican ,and as such must answerto the country. If it succeeds,
the praise and the usufruct will go
to the republican party. If it fails,
the btamc and the consequences will
fail on that party. The republicans
are responsible, though they were assistedin their triumph by great numbersof democrats.

Itr only chance to assert itself as
an edifice of beauty comes when the
inaugural ball brings the interior insteadof the exterior of the pension of-
iilc unaur ooservation.

After laying; his men off Henry Ford
announced that while idle they would
receive pay oheeks. No advocate of
shorter hours for labor could ask for
anything; fairer than this.

Before another December business
is expected to adjust itself in a way
that will not compel the income tax
collector to be a hindrance to Santa
Claus.

There has not been a New Tear in
a long time more fraught with happy
expectation than this First of January,1921.

As a producer of ornate fiction D'Annunziomust feel a great deal of inter-
est in tJ>» variegated rumors circulatedcoWtrntug him.

Reportscontinue to come across the
Pacific to the effect that the California
question is not as serions in Japan
as it has been represented.

There is no time when Senator Knox
cannot, if called upon to do so. write
offhand a substitute for the league of
nations.

Senator Borah is one of the most
energetic of personages in suggesting
New Tear resolutions.

Martens has proved himself an expertin the diplomatic art of the lingeringfarewell.

A New Tear should be no lees happy
becar.se It Is"strictly ahatamleus.

BHOOTIKQ STABS.
BT PBTtAHOn JPKftON.

Homemade FanhellishmenU.
When Happy Ntw Tear cornea anew
There we no birds to sing.

80 you and I our beat must do,
And call It caroling.

There are no blossoms to eatend
A greeting in good style,

So you and I our wish must lend
To bring a blooming smile.

Jud Tonkins says nations are a

good cleai like individuals, each hoping
everybody else is going to be as unselfishand confiding as possible.

Uncle Bill Botttctop says a boot*
Isggsr couldn't do so much damage it
all the stock he carried was what he
could out In a bootleg.

An Old Word Distnlaeed.
"In the future we will have no such

thing ae war."
"No." agreed the grim acientiet. "If

my present experiments in lethal devicesmeet my hopes, we'll have somethingvery much' worse."
Valued Authority.

Hehad no use for government;
He uvowed all rale must cease,

Tet when a light against him went
He yelled for the police!

Promoting Human Happiness.
"Did you wish a!i your constituents

a Happy New Tear'"'
"Tea," replied Senator Sorghum;

"and 1 felt it wm u pretty serious occasion.When a *.ian in my position
maker a wish of that kind it is considereda promise and a lot of fellows
expect you to get together your influenceand make good."

The Wandering Bey.
' Did your boy Josh do Itku the

heroes of the old stories by coming
hack home on Christmas eve and payingthe mortgage in the oid place?"
"No." answered Farmer Corntoese).

"You couldn't look for any old business1 Up that from Jesb. He came
back with a brand-new automobile
and showed me how I could borrow
enough money to psy for it."

Editorial Digest
I« a Naval Inquiry Sufficient?
Just wily editorial writers should

follow political lines in discussing- the
conduct of the American marines in
Haiti is difficult to explain, but the
fact is that a whole-hearted acceptanceof the report on the Haitian
situation just made by the Navy Departmentis confined chiefly to democraticpapers, while the republican
press is united in a demand for a
congressional inquiry which would be
free from any hint of professionalbias. "Americans were incredulous."
the Philadelphia Heoord (independent
democratic) recalls. "when they
heard, apparently on high authority,that in Haiti the marines had gone
gunning for the natives as if they
were game and there was no closed
season." But these "irresponsibleand malicious rumors" are now "effectuallydisponed of." the ChicagoDally News (independent) finds, "bythe unanimous report of the court ofInquiry." which has investigated everycharge and has returned a judgment,which is "a vindication," not in anysense a "whitewash."
The investigation, the Atlanta Journal(democratic) informs us. "notonly failed to substantiate the chargeof 'indiscriminate killings of natives,'but established very clearlythat it had no basis in fact."Further, the Newark (N. J.) News(independent) adds, "the faots of theease are that the marines have putan end to 'indiscriminate killings.'"Gen. Barnett, the. Birmingham AgeHerald(democratic) concedes, "mayhave been sincere in his accusationsand desirous of ending a condition ofaffairs which he believed oontrarv toAmerican ideals of fair playbut he showed bad judgment in try<""ea*e* public scandal andsubjecting the marines to undeservedcensure." ljThe Mobile negister (democratic) is 1;not so lenient. "The affair will not be Icompleted to the public's satisfaction " 11'

I asserts, "until the man i**T>oiisiblofor the charge is brought sharply toaccount."
The Butte Miner (democratic) agreesthat "the accusers of the marines inHaiti deservo scathing censure." but itrejoices in the exoneration in which "thecharges have been swept awav,'' resultingin "another splendid triumph forAmericanism." In clearing the recordof the marines, the St. Ix>uis t'ost Dispatch(independent) declares, "the honorof the United States in the matteris vindicated and the goodname which the Marine Corps hasearned in many fields is not stained,but enhanced by its Haitian record."The suggestion of "a distinct aromaof politics about the matter," which theEl I'aso Times (democratic) makes isamplified by the Nashville Tennesseean(independent democratic) into a frankopinion that the "slanderous charges"were "only attempts to strike the Wilsonadministration over the shoulders ofthe marines." and with the facts in thecase established they "will be allowedto rest in the cemetery" of outworn campaignlies." The Boston Post (independentdemocratic) also takes the positionV.~ - 4K.

- civ vncor cuarges were used, at any Irate, "to help along- the campaign." as Idoes the New York World (democratic). Ibut the Iaiuisville Post (democratic) interpretsit rather as a professional than
a political affair, in which "Gen. Harnettmisrepresented the Marine Corps jexactly as Admiral Sims misrepresentedthe Navy."
While the report is* in effect, "a censureof Gen. Barnett," It doee not "disposeof the question of the justice of

our rule in Haiti." the New York EveningPost (independent) holds, and since"all that we have had thus far are obviouslybiased and extreme charges andofficial denials," it is apparent that"nothing short of a congressional investigationcan get at the facts."The Springfield Republican (independent)believes that "while themarines are acquitted of any gravemisconduct." it is advisable for a congressionalcommittee to go into thematter more thbroughly. "especiallyto satisfy- those who think profes-'slonal pride and esprit de corps interferewith an investigation by anaval or military body into chargesreflecting upon the service to whioh ;its own members belong." ~

There is still too much left unex- jplained, in the opinion of the New
York Globe (independent), and the"Navy Department's ceremonious ex- roneiation of itself cannot be accepted *

as settling the question." This thegt. Louis Star (independent) seconds.

Finme Issue in American Politics.
One of the racial influences con- itrlbutlng- to the enormous volume of |

jar. nirointc» plurality WIU the animosityaroused against PresidentWilson's administration among citizensof Italian birth or ancestry on
the issue of Flume. His assertion of
a manifestly just policy aroused intensebitterness among- voters of
Italian blood, and that bitterness was
industriously cultivated by republican
campaigners. Fiumc was an excellent
talking point. Mr. Wilson's attitude
oost the democratic party many thousandsof votes.

It may be too much, to aspect that
tho Flume issue will serve as a lesson
to other racial elements In this country.The Italian whose vote at the
last election was influenced by the
Flume issue found his justification in
tho early course of the Italian government,which had Its most ardent
defenders among republican spellbinders,most of whom knew nothing

kboutthe merits of the iseue and cared .

still lsss. As it has been. so. in all I
human probability. It will, be again '

when occasion shall arise. Still, the
Flume Incident, ended by the Italian
government's acceptance of the course
Mr. Wilson urged, will be remembered
as a significant Illustration of the
ridiculous, illogical and often dangerousconsequences which flow from the
injection of racial prejudices into
American politics..Brooklyn Eagle
(independent democratic).

Cablet in Commerce r.nd Polities.
Cable communication has brought

each country into instant touch with
the markets of other countries. Beforethe day of cables and steamships
a merchant bought and sold goods on
information that was a month or more
old when he shioped or received the
goods. Business then was largely
peculation.
Since the nations have been united

by cables, this element of speculation
has been almost entirely eliminated.
A man can buy or sell wheat or wool
In Portland with as full knowledge of
that day's quotation on the London
and Liverpool market as he has of the >

Portland quotations. Buying and sellingcan. therefore, be done on a closer | I
mas-«rin and In the end the consumer

trains. I (
For the same or kindred reasons I '

quick, direct cable communication in
important in every phase of communicationbetween nations . commercial,political, news and family
intercourse. Quick communication
enables men to win contracts ahead
of foreign competitors, enables shipownersto win charters for vessels,
diplomats to form combinations and
smooth away friction before an un- J
friendly power can gain advantage.
Direct cables protect the secrecy of S
communication from the spying of 1
business rivals or of foreign governments,srd facilitates exchange of '

news free from the obstruction and
coloring which foreign governments
might give. They also exclude propa-j

Canda in foreign interest which might
e spread from a country controlling'

the cable by which two other coun-|
tries communicated.

«- a. js t I
American caDies are only oeconu in

Importance to American ships in ex- I
tension of foreign trade. We are en- J
gaging in competition with Britain

Inevery market, and shall not be
on equal terms so long as we are dependenton our rival's cables for commercialintercourse. Use of the cable
has so increased in the last few years
that there is business for more on the
principal routes without wasteful duplication.Cables are a public utility
which should be at the service of the
whole world on equal terms, and with
freedom from espionage and censorship.but Britain cannot be expected
to give up its undoubted advantage
without a struggle. If the United
States should show determination to
have its own system to every continent,it would Influence Britain to
Join in an international agreement for
cable control, which would put all
aations on an equal footing, and
would prevent useless duplication..
Portland Oregonlau (independent republican).

Wholesale Selling [
Price of Beef in <

Washington
PrlcM realized on Swift St Com*

pony's sales of carcass beef on ship
meats sold oat for periods shown
below, as published in the news*

papers, averaged as follows, showing
the tendency of the market:
Week RANGE PER CWT.
Ending i.un.Hiyi t® twt#

Nov. « 18.42
Nov. 13 19.00
Nov. 20 18.31

Nov. 27 16.53
Dec. 4 13.49 .

Dec. 11 13.50 3
Dec. 18 \ / 1553 v
Dec. 24, 15.00W 21.00 1622 c

Swift & Company *

U. S. A.
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_ i \nmsnea appearance,me
y). J /Ssoft, rented, pearly
)l/ A white complexion tt
/1/ J render* instantly, Is
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our.. friends"

(No. 20)
Brussels. Belgium

"I was very much pleased
with the condition in which
I found the paintings and
marble. With many thanks."
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freight service
aves waste of freight car space.
aste of shipper's money, waste

if time and provides greater
afety and speed.

If Jones is moving to
Chicago and has 2 or 3 vanloadsof furniture he would
charter a car for his goods.
Smith, moving to the same

place with 2 or 3 loads, would
do the same. Two cars to
carry what one would hold,
and if one car was loaded
full the goods would travel
safer. Freight on two cars
paid where one would suffice.
We are trying to stop some

f this waste by our consolidat
* v t ;

a car service, we welcome muiries,and as the service grows
,e can be of larger service.
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n our burglar-proof vaults, unerguarantee, and for furs, '

lothing, rugs, etc., in our dry .

nlH cfnro rr*> rAAmc
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iggage and household effects.
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itabliakcS 18*0 u the Storage Department
Amerli »n Security awl Trust Company

1140 Fifteenth St.
. A. Aspinwall President
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